Early Years Foundation Stage Framework

“All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life.
Children learn and develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at any
other time in their lives, so their experiences in early years have a major impact on
their future life chances. A secure, safe, and happy childhood is important in its own
right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning provide the foundation
children need to fulfil their potential.”

(Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework, DfE 2024)

Carrington’s approach to EYFS is built on the four guiding principles set out in the
Early Years Statutory Framework from the DfE:

e Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient,
capable, confident, and self-assured.

e Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

e Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and
support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help
them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership
between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

e Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at
different rates. The education and care provided should enable all children,
including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) to
thrive.

Building on these principles, at Carrington we aim to:

e Inspire our children to become accomplished, happy individuals, ready to reach
their full potential in an ever-changing world through a strong focus on personal,
social and emotional development (PSED).

¢ To know that every child is an exceptional individual and to celebrate and
respect differences within our diverse school community.

e Provide a creative and relevant curriculum with a balance of windows and
mirrors, reflecting the backgrounds and cultures within our school community
whilst exposing children to new worlds and broadening horizons, actively
inclusive of all ethnicities, cultures, religions, home languages, family
backgrounds, learning difficulties, disabilities, genders or abilities.

e Provide a child-centred curriculum that is designed to be flexible, engaging and
exciting so that their unique needs, passions and interests are embraced within
the wider school context.

e Ensure high-quality teaching and learning for all that will set firm foundations for
future learning and development delivered through purposefully and carefully
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planned lessons and experiences and high-quality intferactions with all children,
promoting the development of communication, language and literacy.

e Work in partnership with parents/guardians, value their contributions and engage
them in their child’s learning journey.

e Provide an inspiring and enabling learning environment that fosters a love for
learning and encourages children to become engaged, independent and
resilient learners. The environment is designed to be safe, inclusive and sensitive
to the needs of all learners, including those with additional needs and where alll
children show care and respect for one another and the world around them.

The approach to teaching and learning in EYFS is distinct from other areas of school
but it is also very much a part of the whole-school curriculum; seen as the vital
building blocks that enable children to thrive in year 1 and beyond. The school
values, golden threads and principles of the whole-school curriculum approach are
infroduced in the Early Years and guide choices around curriculum content. To learn
more about the whole-school curriculum, visit:
https://www.carrington.nottingham.sch.uk/the-carrington-curriculum.

Learning and Development

Our approach to learning and development in EYFS is based on the ‘Early
Excellence’ model. It highlights the importance of the roles of the adult and the
environment in providing effective learning and development for all children, taking
account of their uniqueness, interests and intrinsic desires.

The Child
leding the uniq
of children, their desires,
interests and their
competence as learners
Effective
Learning &
Development
The Adult The Environment
Building positive relationshir Creating an enviroment
and providing appropriate that stimulates curiosity and
support to nurture and i igati bling chil
challenge children’s learning to pursue their interests and
and development make connections in their
. learning
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The structure of children’s learning in EYFS is based on the ‘Early Excellence’
curriculum model.

Directed Activities

Curriculum through focused
discussion and group activities

Enhanced Provision

Curriculum through resource stimulus,
interactive display, visits and visitors

Continuous Provision

Curriculum through high quality
indoor and outdoor learning environment

Early Excellence Model

Continuous provision acts as the solid foundation for tfeaching and learning. This
confinuous provision enables children to return to their explorations and consolidate
their learning over the course of a day or a more extended period. It also allows
children to make choices and initiate play both independently and with the support
of purposeful adult interactions.

Some areas of provision are enhanced to help the children learn about a topic or
skill that needs more support, based on the assessed judgements of trained adults.
Enhancements may also be provided to respond to an emerging interest from a
partficular child or group of children. Enhanced areas may be adapted to promote
further engagement or suit specific learning goals or needs.

Brief directed sessions in reading, writing and maths take place to deliver specific
concepts, knowledge and skills. Key concepts taught in directed sessions are then
set out in contfinuous provision activities to enable children to re-encounter them
independently or with adult support.

Through each aspect of provision, feaching and learning supports the development
of the Key Characteristics of Learning:

Playing & exploring Active learning Creating & thinking crifically
Concentrate and keep on | Have and develop their own
Investigate and experience trying if they encounter ideas, make links between
things, and have a go difficulties, and enjoy ideas and develop
achievements strategies for doing things
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Early Years Foundation Stage Framework FORRINGIO!

Planning follows the Early Years Statutory Framework ensuring that learning
experiences are sequenced and build gradually on prior knowledge. Learning
experiences are also broad and balanced, covering the seven areas of the EYFS
curriculum.

Communication
and Language

Expressive Arts &
Design

Physical Understanding
the World

\

Our planning within these areas has a strong focus on the children’s needs, their
interests and their stages of development. We recognise that the seven areas of
learning cannot be delivered in isolation and seek opportunities o make links
between them. We aim to deliver the curriculum through planned, purposeful play
and present new concepts in meaningful contexts that enable the children to build
on what they already know.

Communication and Language

In addifion to the skills and vocabulary modelled and developed in directed
sessions, communication and language is promoted in continuous provision and
enhanced areas with the deliberate and purposeful use of resources and displays in
the environment and through high-quality interactions. Adults intervene, they do not
interrupt.

The ShREC approach (EEF) is used by adults to intferact with children and engage in
meaningful communication about their learning.
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Share attention Respond Expand Conversation
Be at the child's level. Pay Follow the child’s lead. Repeat what the child says Have extended back and forth
attention to what they are Respond to their non-verbal and build on it by adding more interactions. Give children time
focused on. and verbal communications. words to tumn it into a to listen, process and reply.
You could make a brief sentence.
comment on what they

can see, hear or feal.

In addition to the ShREC approach, a progression of language framework is used to
provoke, provide and evaluate children’s communication and language so that the
modelling of language and high-quality questions can be targeted at the
appropriate level in order to support children to make strong progress.
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elements from each spotlight
may be heard, used and
applied by children. The key is
to ask: how well do children
use each element and with
what depth of understanding?

Redrawn and reimagined by Alex Bedford
using Joan Tough's language development
framework (1977a)

This is a developmental framework.
It is cumulative and interconnected.

‘EYFS Language of Learning’ Alex Bedford and Julie Sherrington
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The Learning Environment

Our Foundation provision is organised into Foundation 1 (nursery) and Foundation 2
(reception). Both classes share the space and we operate as a unit during
contfinuous provision. Resources and adult interactions are adapted to ensure the
most appropriate learning for all children.

Foundation 1 and Foundation 2 children have their own carpet spaces where they
will participate in guided learning, such as phonics, mathematics, reading, writing
and handwriting.

The classroom is set up in learning areas, where children are encouraged to explore
and learn safely and able to find and locate equipment and age/stage
appropriate resources independently.

Key principles considered when designing our learning environment:

o Create spaces that are appealing, continually available and familiar to young
children which enables deeper learning as children return to, repeat and extend
ideas over time and with more independence.

e Resources are chosen not only to connect with children’s interests and their
natural curiosity to investigate, but also with its purpose in mind, connected to
the 7 areas of learning. Adults must always know why we have a particular
resource or area of provision.

e Where appropriate, the book currently being read will thread through continuous
provision activities as a theme enabling children to re-encounter characters,
setting and story.

e Resources are carefully organised to make them visible to adults and children,
not hidden away but valued and celebrated. They should be presented in ways
that make them not only appealing to use but also to support incidental
learning, e.g. using labelling and shadowing to reinforce early literacy and
numeracy.

e Alanguage-rich environment is made up of question prompts, challenge cards
and core vocabulary — displayed clearly to scaffold effective interactions
between adults and children.

e Choices on colour, the content on display and the amount/type of resources are
guided by knowledge of children’s additional needs so that the environment is
inclusive for all and is mindful of challenges such as visual stress and sensory
overload.
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Reading

Little Wandle is the scheme used at Carrington to teach phonics. For more
information, please visit hitps://www.carrington.nottingham.sch.uk/the-carrington-
curriculum/phonics-and-reading-in-key-stage-1.

A reading spine for EYFS includes a broad range of carefully chosen, high-quality
texts that the children will be exposed to during their fime in foundation.

Teaching texts are books explored in literacy sessions and the context, character
and plot are woven intfo learning areas during continuous provision. While the long-
term plan of teaching texts is mapped using criteria to ensure a broad and
balanced diet of text types, the interests and needs of the pupils may lead to
teachers adapting the selection throughout the year.

Teaching Texts

, People who . ,
All about me | Celebrations | Our planet P Growing Seaside
help us
Three Little Dipal’s Diwali | Lost and Little Red Hen | Jack & the Sharing a Shell
Pigs Found Beanstalk
Squirrels that | Gingerbread Clean up! Supertato! We're Going Smeds and the
Squabbled Man On A Bear Smoos
Hunt
Ruby’s Worry
Traditional Tales / PSED
heritage texts
Rhyme and rhythm Diversity of

representation
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In addition to teaching texts, pupils enjoy many other high-quality texts throughout
the year. The same criteria is used to select texts to ensure children continue to
experience a broad diet of engaging books.

Teaching teams make getting to know children and their families a top

JH priority. Each year, the choices of texts may vary depending on the
]H cohort of children to ensure that a balance of windows and mirrors is on
offer. Books are deliberately chosen as mirrors to reflect and celebrate the

N

background, cultures and religions of our children. Books are also chosen
to provide windows into new worlds and broaden horizons.

Menu of Texts

Trod|’f|ono| Tales / i 6 R PSED Diversity of
heritage texts representation
Jasper’s Beanstalk e Room on a Broom e Have you filled e Same But Different
Three Billy Goats e The Gruffalo your bucket today? e The Christmasaurus
Gruff o Tiddler o Meesha Makes e The Big Book of
Goldilocks and the e There’s an Elephant Friends Families
Three Bears in My Kitchen e Ravi’s Roar o Maisie’s Scrapbook
The Tiger Who o Perfectly Norman o Hats of Faith
Came to Tea e Our Classis a e The Jasmine Sneeze
Family e Golden Domes
e Gorilla o Silver Lanterns
e The Boy, the Mole, o Izzy Gizmo
the Fox and the o Millie Gets Super
Horse Ears
e The Dot o Tango Makes Three
o The Invisible o We're All Wonders
e The Way Back e Celebrations around
Home the world
e Somebody e Martha Maps it Out
Swallowed Stanley
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Observations & Assessments

We make regular assessments of children’s’ learning and use this information to
ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the EYFS takes
the form of short observations made by the teaching team. Teacher knowledge of
children, gained through quality interactions, is our most important and valued form
of assessment. Literacy and mathematics assessments and collected samples of
work in children’s learning journals, are also used to assess the children in the
foundation stage.

Within the final term of the EYFS, we provide a written summary to parents, reporting
their child’s progress. Parents are given the opportunity to discuss progress
throughout their child’s learning journey and celebrate their work throughout the
school year. All children are assessed close to entry to F1 which gives the foundation
team a baseline score which is used to identify any gaps in learning and inform
future provision.

Children are assessed again on entry to full-time school in F2 through teacher
observation, phonics and mathematics assessments. Foundation 2 children will also
be assessed using the Reception Baseline Assessment. Children’s progress is then
monitored throughout the year, through formative assessment.

In the Summer term of Foundation 2, teachers consider the 17 Early Learning Goals
(ELGs) in the EYFS Profile to decide whether each child is working at the expected
level or are working at the emerging level. Judgements against the ELGs are based
on ongoing observation and teacher knowledge.

Expected Working at age-related expectations
Emerging Working tfowards age-related expectations

The 17 Early Learning Goals are:

Communication & Language PSED Knowledge and understanding
e Listening, Aftention and | e Self-regulation of the world
Understanding e Managing self e Past and present
e Speaking e Building relationships e People, culture and
Expressive arts & Design Literacy communities
e Creating with materials e Comprehension e The natural world
e Being imaginative and e Word Reading
expressive e  Writing
Physical Development Mathematics
e  Gross motor skills e Number
e Fine motor skills e Numerical Patterns
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The results of the Profile are shared with parents/carers, and there are opportunities
for them to meet their child’s class teacher to discuss this information. The EYFS
profile results are reported to the local authority, who monitor and moderate the
judgements made.

Teachers participate in regular in-house, cluster and local authority moderation
meetings. This provides an external quality assurance and validation of our teacher
assessments.

Admissions

Our Foundation Stage provision compromises of two classes (Foundation 1 and
Foundation 2).

Foundation One children can be offered a place at the start of the first term after
their third birthday.

Foundation Two children begin full time education the September after their fourth
birthday and are known as F2.

In Foundation 1, we offer both part and full-time places. Places are offered to
Foundation 1 children, based on availability and are prioritised based on the
following criteria:

e Children living within the school catchment area

e Siblings

e Date of application

o Staffing capacity, including capacity over lunchtime periods
e 30 hours funding or ability to pay

To apply for a foundation 1 place, contact the school office, where you will be
offered an application form. Upon the receipt of this you will be sent a letter that will
inform you that either a place has been granted or you will be informed that your
child has been placed on a waiting list. You will not usually hear from us again until
the half term before your child’s third birthday when you will receive a form
requesting further information about your child and you may be invited to visit us
and attend a meeting with our Early Years Lead and SENDCo to discuss how we can
best meet the needs of your child. Following this, you will receive your child’s start
date and information about starting nursery.

Please note that just because a child has a Foundation 1 place this does not
guarantee them an automatic full-fime place in Foundation 2 as this is determined
by the Local Authority admissions department. Parents/carers will need to make their
own application.
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Safeguarding

The welfare, protection and safety of every child in our care is of paramount
importance. We take our responsibility to safeguard children seriously. Staff ratios
and risk assessments are in place at all times to ensure the safety of our children.

For additional guidance on Safeguarding and whole school policies please see our
Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Every child is uniue and valued at Carrington Primary and Nursery School. All
children are encouraged to achieve their personal best and planning is adapted to
meet the needs of all. Early identification of special needs is crucial to enable staff to
support the development of each child. Concerns are always discussed with
parents/carers at an early stage and the school’s SENDCo is called upon for further
information and advice.

We ask that parents/carers are open and transparent about their children’s needs
from the outset when applying for a foundation place so that school staff can work
with them as a team around the child to ensure that their needs can be met.
Working together is crucial to ensure a smooth transition leading to the best
outcomes for children.

Appropriate steps and adaptations are taken in accordance with the school’s Local
Offer. In Foundation we aim to ensure that our curriculum meets the needs of all
children. Children have the opportunity to become very secure with the resources
around them as they remain predominantly the same. Children’s learning is then
scaffolded and enhanced to develop the progression in their learning. Quality
interactions are used to support those children with additional needs. Adults will
focus their interactions to support specific needs and will always remain adaptive
with their teaching. See Special Educational Needs Policy for further information.

Health

Children are provided with a healthy snack and an option of milk daily. Children can
bring their own water in water bottles, which can be accessed throughout the day.
Foundation 2 children are provided with a free school meal. Parents/carers of full-
fime foundation 1 children can pay for a hot school meal per day unless your child is
in receipt of Early Years Pupil Premium, in which case this is funded.

For information on toileting and intimate care, see our Intimate Care Policy.

Transition

Foundation 2 and Year 1 teachers work together to make the transition from the
Early Years Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1 as smooth as possible.
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Children are encouraged to develop independence when dressing and
undressing and when organising their personal belongings throughout F2.

F2 practitioners plan for more structured activities to be undertaken during the
summer term, encouraging less dependence on adult support.

EYFS Profiles are passed on to Year 1 teachers along with an age & stage
assessment.

F2 and Year 1 teachers meet to discuss the individual needs of children in July.
F2 children will begin the transition to year 1 at the end of the Summer Term to
ensure a comfortable return to school in September.

F1 (n2) children are exposed to specific terminology and routines to prepare
them for fransition to F2.

Home/School Links

We recognise that parents/carers are the child’s first and most important educators.
We aim to develop a teacher-parent partnership by:

Outlining the school’s expectations to parents during the new parents meeting
for F2 children.

Developing positive relationships with all of our families.

Expecting parents to act as role models in their conduct on the school site
Sending home a half-termly newsletter, informing parents of school events
Expecting parents to listen to their child read ‘every school day’ and to
comment on reading progress in a home/school reading diary.

Expecting parents to support and engage in any referrals to other agencies to
support their child’s learning needs

Encouraging parents to support any additional work set.

Inviting families to school events that celebrate their child’s learning and
achievements

Times

Foundation T AM sessions 8:30-11:30am Foundation 1 PM sessions 12:00-3:00pm
Foundation 1 Full time 8:30 — 3:00pm Foundation 2 full-time 8:30 — 3:00pm

Kindness | Respect | Readiness | Confidence |




