
Progression of golden threads (first order concepts) 

 

 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Empire and 
migration 

 
• We live in Nottingham 

and Nottingham is in 
Britain. 
 

• Some people move 
house and some 
members of our class 
have moved from 
different countries. 

 
• Y1/2 - Empires can have 

something in common 
across all the countries 
e.g. money, new food, 
building style 

• Y2 – Empires can be 
based on military power 
like Rome or on a navy 
like the British Empire 
(Norman conquest) 

• People move between 
different countries for 
work 

 
• Y4 – Empires can be spread around 

the world like the British Empire was 
(Roman Empire) 

• Y3/4 - Empires can change the daily 
life of citizens by bringing in new 
religion or laws  

• Y3/4 - Empires can rise or fall like 
Egypt or Rome 

• Y4 – Empires can have outposts. They 
can settle lands. 

• Empires and migration happen when 
people are looking for new resources 

• Y4 – Empires can be based on 
military power like Rome  

 
•  People migrate in search of new resources. 
• Empires can become powerful because they 

had good traders like the Vikings  
• Empires can be founded by a single person 

like Queen Victoria 
• Empires can have a single religion, language 

or type of money (currency). 
•  Empires can have colonies.  They can settle 

lands new to them like the Vikings in Vinland 
• Empires sometimes made slaves of people 

they ruled 

Settlements  
• I live in a house with 

my family 
• There are different 

types of houses. 
• There are different 

buildings in our 
community 

• Daily life in my house 
• There are people who 

help us in our 
community. 

• We have rules in our 
class 

 
• Buildings were different in 

the past and had 
different uses e.g. 
Nottingham Castle 

• Daily life was different in 
the past. 

• The people who decided 
rules were different in the 
past e.g. king as ruler. 

 
• Buildings were different in the past 

and had different uses 
• Buildings became more 

sophisticated over time 
• Britain was invaded and settled by 

different European powers 
• Change in buildings and daily life 

varies as different empires develop 
e.g. Romans more sophisticated 
than Celts. 

• Daily life changes over time 
• Government, laws and enforcement 

of law  changed over time 

 
• Britain has been subject to many different 

waves of invasion, migration and settlement 
• Technological change has not always been 

linear (compare Romans to Anglo Saxons) 
• Villages grew into towns and cities 
• Homes and daily life changed in response to 

new technology 
• Jobs changed in response to new 

technology. 
• Law making evolved from monarchs to 

democracies or dictatorships 
• People who were not monarchs influenced 

law making 
• Punishment has changed over time 

Myths, 
legends & 

religion 

 
• Fairy tales are stories 

that have been told to 
children for a long time 

• Fairy Tales are not true 
stories 

• Children worship 
different religions in our 
class 

 

 
• The difference between 

fact and fiction 
• There are different 

religions in the world and 
in our school 

• Stories from the past are 
often told and re-told 

 
A myth is a popular belief that is not true. 

Religion is a set of beliefs about the purpose of 
the world and how it was made.  

Legends are old stories that are widely 
believed but cannot be proved to be true. 

 
Myths are traditional untrue stories linked to a culture 
that have been passed down through generations. 
Religion is a set of beliefs about how the world was 
made. It includes common practices, a common 

identity and a set of values. 
Legends are old stories that are widely believed but 
there is little or no evidence to prove them. They will 
have changed over time and have some fictional 

additions. 


