1) Try to say these words – hear them by clicking the blue box.
	French
	English

	Les pâques
	Easter

	Un lapin
	A rabbit

	Un panier
	A basket

	Un oeuf
	An egg

	Une crêpe
	A pancake

	La chasse
	The hunt

	Un beignet
	A doughnut

	Une masque de carnaval
	A carnival mask

	Des cendres
	Ashes

	Une cloche
	A bell

	Un rameau
	A branch

	Un poussin
	A chick

	Une poule
	A hen

	Un agneau pascal
	An Easter lamb

	printemps
	Spring

	Des fleurs
	Some flowers

	Les oeufs de pâques
	Easter eggs

	Joyeuses Pâques!
	Happy Easter

	La chasse aux oeufs.
	The egg hunt



[bookmark: _GoBack]
 Écoutez et répétez! Listen and repeat (click box)
2) Find out about Easter in France by looking at these:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVTx0yuq4BQ

3) Draw some Easter pictures like these and next to each picture, write down the French word.
Or print these if you can and cut them out to make a collage – labelling the pictures in French.
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4) Try these Easter egg French colour by numbers
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Introduction

What does Easter 

mean to me?





 





Pâques

Easter activities in France begin more than a month before Easter itself.

Many cities celebrate carnival, when there are street parties, dressing up, parades and lots of fun during a period of two or even three weeks!

The tradition of carnival is thought to have originated in the city of Nice, in the south of France.

Photo courtesy of Mark Fisher (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution





 





Pâques

Carnival ends with a huge party called Mardi Gras. 

Photo courtesy of Arkansas Shutterbug (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



People wear fancy costumes and masks, and play tricks on each other!





 





Pâques

On Mardi Gras, everyone eats lots of doughnuts, pancakes and waffles.

What’s the proper name of the special day when we eat pancakes in the UK?  

Do you know why?

Photos courtesy of Carlosficto and stu_spivack (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Doughnuts and pancakes use up all the rich foods such as sugar, butter, eggs and flour, ones that people try not to eat during Lent, which comes next. 





 





Pâques

The next day is the first day of Lent. 

This day is called Mercredi des Cendres, when many people in France will go to church.

In the church, priests smear ashes on worshippers’ heads, to remind them to be sorry for what they have done wrong.

Lent is a period of forty days when people fast. 

Photos courtesy of Carlosficto and stu_spivack (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution







 





Pâques

About four weeks later, Christians celebrate Palm Sunday.  This day recalls the story of when Jesus entered Jerusalem with all his followers waving palm branches.

Photo courtesy of Magic Madzik (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



In France, families bring branches of all different types of trees to church to be blessed by the priest.





 





Pâques

Palm Sunday is the beginning of ‘Holy Week’, which leads up to Easter itself.  

On Thursday, all the church bells in France fall silent.  

The story is that all the bells grow wings and fly away to Rome, in Italy, where they visit the Pope to be blessed.

On Easter Sunday morning, the bells fly back to France, scattering chocolate eggs, treats and goodies for all the children!

Photo courtesy of Mark Fisher (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



For more information on

les cloches volantes (the flying bells),

please click here and here.





 





Pâques

Sunday is Easter Day – 

Le Jour de Pâques.

Photo courtesy of Arkansas Shutterbug (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution





Children enjoy lots of games, 

including Easter egg hunts!

Each child carries a special basket to collect the chocolate eggs that the bells (or the Easter Bunny) have hidden.
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L'oeuf de Péques : Coloriage magique
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